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There is still another circumstance which had no small weight in leading me to the decision which I announced. I felt that though in many respects I could rejoice in the fruit of my labors, though you bore every external mark of being a prosperous and flourishing society, though my words had not fallen actually on the ground, but had found access to the hearts of some among you, yet I had failed in producing the effects, which, it appears to me, are the best results of the ministry, and without which, no minister can feel that he fills a noble or a manly sphere. I have always endeavored to awaken and cherish a spirit of mental independence, a love of religious progress, a desire for every man and woman to see the truth with their own eyes and not another's, and to regard the worship of God in spirit and in truth as of more importance than any external compliance. I have had no wish but to see the growth of pure, upright, just, generous, and aspiring souls, as the fruit of my labors. Hence you will know that I have never attempted to play the priest in your church or your houses. I have had no faith in the mock solemnity which is sometimes assumed for effect. I have been as unwilling to exercise the authority which is supposed to belong to the clerical profession, as to permit its exercise on myself; my whole soul shrinks from it either way. I would neither be a despot nor a slave ; but I have lived with you as a man with men, as a friend, a brother, an equal, disclaiming any means of influence but those which grow out of sincerity of purpose and the faithful exposition